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means. How much mote restrained in expression are
the later soliloquies [17], when Julia compares her
beauty with that of Silvia. What can explain the dis-
parity between the two, and the different means used
to evoke a Strong romantic feeling? In the first
soliloquy the boy aftor is asked to present a highly
bred and sensitive lady, and he is given a speech which
demands all his skill in elocution and gesture to give it
adequate expression. In the later soliloquies he is
representing a lady dressed as a page, and while this
bars him from too great a dependence upon elaborate
gesture, it allows him to express, with a certain amount
of nature, a simple emotion. There can be no doubt
that the elaborate and rich dresses worn by the boy
a&ors influenced their technique greatly, for consider-
able skill is required to carry such a costume gracefully
and to make the most use of its lines, particularly those
of the large full skirts; such a costume favours a rather
portentous Style of a&ing, as the wearer muSt exag-
gerate his every movement in order to give it a
significance in keeping with his dress. The necessity
for this elaboration of gesture and speech vanishes
when the boy a&or appears in his doublet and hose,
and would serve only to make him ridiculous in such
a costume. He has the advantage, however, that in
his male garments he may successfully attempt a
certain naturalism in his ading which is a very good
method when applied to such wistful passages as this
one. In the scene of which this soliloquy is the con-
clusion Silvia is sympathetically drawn, but in per-
formance the concern of the audience would be all for